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Applicant(s) 



Examiner 



Gary Paumen 
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SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE MONTH(S) FROM 

mailing date of this communication, statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will bo consrdered timely, 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 ) □ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 



28) □ This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3,D Since this app.ication is in condition for al.owance except for forma, matters ; - » the ^ « 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 453 u.n. 

Disposition of Claims 



4)(X) Claim(s) MO 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) 
5)G Claim(s) 



6) 1)0 Claim(s) 7-/0 

7) Z. Claim(s) . 

8) G Claims 



is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

9)U The specification is objected to by the Examiner 



10)D The drawing(s) filed on 



is/are a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 



Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Applicant may approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

1 2) Ci The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

1 3) 5<i Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. 9(a) (d) If), 
a) X- AH b)C Some* c)D None of: 

1 5<! Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. ■ 

3 H copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
3. ^ Copies or ine ^ ^ (nternationa , Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

-See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) H Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
a)D The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15.D Acknowledgement is made of a Cairn for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) „ Summa ^ (pT0 . 413| Paper No(sl . 

II jy] Notice of References Cited IPTO-892) ^ , dto1k „ 

a inrn 51 fl Notice of Informal Patent Applicat.on (PTO-1 521 
21 □ Not,ce of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PT0-948) 

31 fx) Information Disclosure Sta.ementlsl (PTO-1 4491 Paper Nols). 61 □ Other: ^ 
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1 . Claims 2-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as containing subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. It is unclear in claim 2 and the remaining claims how locking can be canceled by the 
convex portion (i.e. where is the leverage applied?). 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use 
or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hiramoto et al. 
Disclosed are lock projection 6 and lock receiving portion 29. 

4. Claims 2-10 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
claim 2 as a whole, particularly an inner cancellation convex portion used to unlock the 
connectors, is not anticipated or rendered obvious by the prior art of record. 

6. The other references cited on Form 892 disclose similar locking means. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Gary Paumen whose telephone number is (703) 308-1414. 
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